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CBSE board exam dates well

in advance aids planning

Schools hail
provisional
timetable

JHINUK MAZUMDAR

Calcutta: The CBSE’s ten-
tative timetable for Classes
X and XII, released in Sep-
tember, 18 reportadly helping
schools enhance thelr aca-
demic planning, said princl-
pals from varions institatlons.

Since the two-board exams
for Class X will commence In
2026, the provisional date sheat
will give schools an 1dea of how
to chalk ot thelr academic cal-
endar, sald a principal.

The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) will
conduct the exams within the
span of February 17 to July 15,
2026, stated a circular Issued
on September 24,

“In 2026, approximately 45
lakh candidates are expect-
ed to appear 1n 204 subjects
across Classes X and X11 from
Indla and 26 commiries abroad.
Besldes the conduct of exam-
Inations, several other activi-
tles such as practical, evalua-
tlon and post result processes
will be undertaken to ensure
timely declaration of results,”
sadd the board clreular.

To facllitate effective plan-
ning and executlon of respon-
sibilitles by all stakeholders,
the CBSE has decided to “re-
lease tentative date sheets for
the board exam In Classes X
and XII and the second board
exam In Class X, the clrcular
sahd.

“This 1s the first time thers
will be a second board exam
In Class X, and an early an-
nouncement of the tentative
dates would help us plan our
academic calendar,” sald Joyo-
tl Chaudhuri, principal, Delhi
Public School Ruby Park.

Usnually, the final timetable
is annmounced by December,
principals sald.

Also, May 15 the time for
summer vacation in Ben-

gal, and teachers plan thelr
leave during this perlod, said a
principal.

The CBSE circular has stat-
&d that “schocls can ahgn thelr
academic and adminisirative
activitles, Including deploy-
ment of teachers for examina-
tHon and evaluation dutles”,

“Teachers can plan thelr
personal schedules.... with
greater clarity....Students
can prepare structured study
plans to enhance thelr perfior-
mance,” the clrcular said.

“Therels alot of apprehen-
slon among students, parents
and teachers since it1s the first
time the Class X board exam
will be held twlce. An early
announcement will help us
plan...,” sald Madhumita Sen-
gupta, principal, BDM Inter-
national.

According to the tentative
date sheet, the Class X and
Class XII exams will stari on
February 17. Class X will con-
tinue ti March 9and Class X1T
Hil April 9.

The Class X second board
exam will be In the second half
of May, according to the tenta-
tive date sheet. “Please note
that these are tentative,” the
board has sald.

Schools are also reviewing
the tentathve timetable to iden-
tify any subject overlaps for
sitdents.

“There could be a possibili-
tvof twosublectsfor a particu-
lar student falling on the same
day. We have checked the
tentatlve date sheet for such
a clash and found none,” saild
Arun Dasgupta, principal,
Bhavan's Gangabux Kanorla
Vidvamandir.

Satabdl Bhattacharjee,
principal, The Newtown
School, said they wouldbeina
better positlon to plan ot the
doubt-clearing session with
the students.
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